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The Holein the Sidewalk - How We Make Changes in our Life
By Porsha Nelson

Chaoter 1.
| wdk down the street. Thereis adegp hdein thesidewdk. | fdlin. | anlost, | omhdpess. [tisn't my
fault, ondit tckes me forever to find a way out.

Chaoter 2.
I wdk down the same street. Thereis adeep hde in the sidewdk. | pretend| don't seeit. | fdlin ogan. |

an't bdlieve I'min the same dace!  But isn't my fault, and it still tokes me along time to get aut.

Chaoter 3.
I wdk down the same street. Thereis adeep hde in the sidewdk. | seeit there, | sfill fdl in. It's ahadoit!

My eyes are open, | know wherel am. It is my fault. And| get out immedately.

Chaoter 4,
| wdk down the same street. Thereis adeep hde in the sidewdk. | wdk croundit.

Chaoter 5.
| wdk down onother strest.

This is how maony of us hande sin, ignaring the warning signs our Father has given us doout the pot-hdes ond
haads chead We lie to ourselves and say “it’'s not my fault!” or I ddn* meon tol” Jerry Bridges put it this
way, “Too often we say we are ‘defeated’ by this or that sin. No, we are not defeated, we are simply
dsobedent.” Indeed, hosnt Jesus dready given his brothers victory over sin? (Romans 6:6)

Moy be anger, sdlfishness, lying, steding, or lust. How many times do we wdk down the same street ond into
the same hde? How often we need alborother to help pull us out of our hde. Far too often, our pride keeps us
from being honest with our selves and our brothers and we dare not ask for help. A French dude sad, "Most of
our faults are more pardondde thon the meaons we use to conced them.” The Lord says, "Two are befter than
one; becouse they have a good reward for thair Idoour. For if they fdl, the one will lift up his fdlow: but woe to
him that is done when he fdleth; for he hath not acnother to help himup.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).

I's there one among us who does not fdl into or jump into ahde in our wadk from time to time? No. That Mon,
who wes ond is God, wdked perfectly and pad the price for we who stumide. Each of us is in need of Christ,
dadily, ondin need of cther brothers who do not fdl into the same hdes we do. (Galatians 6:1) If
acoountability be a autdh, then we should swdlow our pride and use the autdh! We pan for suooess in our
business and persond finonass — we should plan for suaosss, and use dl the tods avadldde, in our spiritud life
s well,

"Why do so mony Christions fedl constontly defeated in their strugge with sin? Qur first prodlem is that our
attitude toward sin is more self-centered thon God-centered. We are more concerned aoout our own Victory’
over sin” thon the grief we acause our Father in heaven. Qur first foaus, then, is to look to Christ and love Him
more thon ourselves. Christ sad that those who love Him would ooey His teaching. “As we concentrate on
living on doedient, haly life, we will certanly experience the joy of vidory over sin.” (Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit
of Haliness)

Andrew Bonar sdd, "It is not the importonae of the thing, but the mgesty of the Lowgiver, that is to be the
stondard of cbedience.” |s your hde atrafficlaw? Fix your mind not on the trifle that is the speed limit.  Fix
your mind (“you shdl love the Lord your God with your whae heart, soul, strength, ond mind”) on the One
who gave us the government (Romons 13). Chudk Galson says, "Christion life begins with obbedenace, depends
on obedience, ondresults in dbedence. We aon't esapeit.”

Who among us has committed adultery? Haven't been slegping around with your neighbor? Where have you
been with your mind? (Matthew 5:28) How maony of us have NOT committed adultery? Bill Perkins says in



“When Good Men Are Tempted', 'Few things stir up our sinful appetites like the word forbidden.” The 55 MPH
speed limit does not cause you to wont to go 55 — is causes you to wont to speed! Youll look at the
commaendment ond know what you should do. Youll even tell yourself youfe going to do the right thing.

When you tell yourself that, the part of you that wants 1o do right enfers into hand-to-hond comioat with your
sinful nature. And you dont have a chance.” Anyone besides me experienced this? The onswer to temptation
is not toresadve toresist it. The answer is Jesus! When you come upon ahde in the road, dont resave to
avodit; look to Jesus for His way. (Galatians 5:16!!1)

Rondy Alcorn reminds us “Sow athought, recp on adiion. Sow an adtion, rego ahdait. Sow ahabit, recp a
chaadter. Sow acharacter, reco a destiny.” He goes on — "Our thoughts are the fdoric with which we weave
our charadter ond destiny. We must adtively fignt off thoughts of impurity. But the key to daing this is notf
simply saying, T will not lust, | will not lust” — that often has the same effed of saying 1 will not think of purple
dephonts.” (Anyone not thinking of purpe elephants right now?) We must aultivate our hearts and minds
with what is gody ond pure. These better thoughts will dsploce the others (read Philippians 4:8-9 to get
started on better thoughts).”

Onece upon atime, ayoung mon moved into a aave in the mountains to study with awise man.  The student
waonted to learn everything there waos to know. The wise man supplied him with stadks of books. But before he
left the cave, the wise mon sprinkled a powder on the mons hond that caused it to itch.

Every morning the wise man returned to the acave to monitor his student$ progress. ‘Have you learned
everything yet?” And every morning the young mon answered, No, | havent.” S prinkled the powder.

This went on for months. One day the wise mon entered the cave, but before he could csk his question, the
student reached out, gradobed the bag of powder, ond tossed it into the fire. "Congratulations!  You know
everything you need to know. You have learned that you dont have to wait until youve learned everything
before you aon do something pasitive.” Are you more concerned doout learning than you are doout aoeying?
Do you oey that Word which you know? (2 Timothy 3:1-8)

Why should you ond | be conaerned doout bbeing coedient in seaet? Alcorn says, ‘on unhay world will never
e won to Christ by on unhady church.” (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

1n Tokiens The Hobbit, there wos no one more seemingy invindble thon Smaoug, the mighty aragon.  But
unknown to him, there wos one smdl chink in the armor of Smiaugs underbdly. That waes Il it fook for the Bard
the hunter, askilled marksmon, to sed the doom of the presumptuous arogon. Unaware of his wedkness and
underestimating his opponents, Smaug faled to protect himself. Bards arow pierced his heart, ond the Icke
people were saved. Satan knows only oo well the chinks in the armor of the most mighty Christion warriors —
not fo mention the rest of us! He isnt one to waste his arrows, boundng them harmlessly off the strongest
plates of our spiritud amaor. His dmis deady ondit is af our paints of greatest vulnerdaility that he will most
certanly aftadk.” (Rondy Alcorn in the Nov 2002 edition of “Spirit of Revivd” newslet ter.)

What is your amaor? |s it the truth of Gods Word? COr is it the comfartddle lie of the enemy, o your own
decaitful heart? "We watch and listen to and are amused by suggestiveness and immaordity, and we subtly
odopt the worlds vdues instead of the Words.” God tells us, 'Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that
the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God (James 4:4).” 11 is not asmdl thing with our Lord if we are comfortdde in asin that is acosptdde by
the lost world, |1 is His will that we e hdy ond He has given us everything we need to e doedent in this
aena We must look to Jesus for life itself. Ghrist, whois our life, bids us to coey Him. (John 14: 15, 21,
23) Jesus didn’t say '1f you kesp my command | will love you.” As James teaches us, our actions
demonstrate our love for our King. |f we do not coey, how aon we say we love Him?

The oppcsite of cdoedence is unlbdlief; the essence of dbedence is bdlief.
Chedk aut the fdlowing Two news reports to see how soddly responsible men, men who had everyone dose 1o

themn thinking they were “‘good men.” Men who were willfully dsobedent to dmighty God, whose Word tells
that our sin will find us out (Numbers 32:23).
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Net porn police officer
jailed

A POLICE officer who admitted possessing
thousands of pornographic images of
children was beginning a jail sentence last
night.

Officers who raided the home of Chester
constable Robin Mc-Innes found images of
children "of the vilest possible nature”.

The single 46-year-old, who had been a serving
police officer for 27 years, quit his job with the
Cheshire force following his arrest last
September.

Yesterday, he was jailed for 18 months at
Chester Crown Court after pleading guilty to
14 charges relating to more than 15,000
indecent photographs of children.

Judge Elgan Edwards told him: "These images
are of the vilest possible nature and those who
look at them and compile them, albeit in the
privacy of their own home, commit a serious
offence."

Mclnnes said he had begun visiting child
porn sites because of media cover-age and
material he had seen through his work.

When police searched his home in Foregate
Street, Chester, Mclnnes admitted he had "loads
of porn stuff", some of which involved children,
and added he knew he had lost his job, the court
heard.

He told police he had initially downloaded
what he described as "arty shots" of young
teenagers before being drawn to more
serious images.

Pornographic images of children are graded
from one to five in severity and the court heard
that the pictures in Mclnnes' possession ranged
through all five grades.

Sue Goddard, defending, said Mc-Innes had co-
operated fully with the police when they
searched his home and had showed them where
to find his stash of child pornography.

Nov. 22, 2002, 8:47AM

Porn shows up in
businessman's slide show

Associated Press

FORT WORTH -- A North Texas
businessman has been jailed after co-
workers reported an image of child
pornography showed up on a screen as he
gave a computer slide presentation
recently.

James Andrew Smith of Denton was in the
Mansfield Jail under $300,000 bond after he
was charged with two counts of possessing
child pornography and one charge of
promoting child pornography.

Exel Inc. co-workers told police Smith had
just completed a PowerPoint presentation on
Sept. 4 when he tried to open another
document on his laptop computer. The co-
workers said a photograph of a nude young
boy appeared on the screen.

Exel Inc. is a logistics company in Fort
Worth.

According to the police report, Smith told
Exel officials that a computer virus had
caused the image to appear. Nevertheless,
police said Excel officials fired Smith and
contacted police the following week after a
search of his laptop found pornographic
photos of children that appeared to have
been e-mailed to others.

Police seized the computer, as well as
disks containing child pornography and a
folder with 65 pages of printed pictures of
child pornography that Exel officials had
found in Smith's desk, the report stated.

Smith is also pastor of Landmark Baptist
Church in Sanger. His wife, Julie Smith,



"He finds it almost impossible to explain how
he commenced with his habit.

"He says he simply couldn't stop,"” said Miss
Goddard. "Part of the appeal was the
excitement of doing something illegal that he
thought would never be caught.”

Following his release from prison, Mclnnes will
be required to sign on the Sex Offenders
Register for the next 10 years.

Deputy Chief Constable of Cheshire, lan
Holding, said: "It is important that those who
seek to commit these reprehensible crimes are
caught and brought to justice to ensure the
safety of the public.

"This sentence should serve to reassure the
public that all those committing such offences
can be traced and prosecuted, regardless of
their back-ground or occupation.”

said they have been married for 13 years
and have two children.

""He' s never hurt our children. As far as I
know he' s never hurtinyone' s children,"
she said. '"He has always taken very good
care of me and our children. Anything we
needed or wanted, he worked and I got
it."

She said the congregation at the Sanger
church was told Wednesday night that
her husband was resigning immediately,
but was not told why. He had been pastor
of the church for 3 1/2 years. She said he had
a valuable and well-respected position in the

local community and had now lost his good
name.



